
VI IS

L T I

GENERA REPRESENTED IN THIS NUMBER

Amygdalus
Cotoneaster
Cucumis
Garcinia
Malus
Mangifera

Page
1827
1827
1828
1828

1828,1832-1837
1829

Peumus
Primula
Prunus
Ribes
Rubus

Page
1829
1829
1830
1831

1831, 1832

NOTES AND COMMENTS

Behavior of Some Plant Immigrants

319. A new ornamental tree for the Tropics, the flor de mico
(Phyllocarpus septentnonalis).

320. A rival of the royal poinciana (Phyllocarpus septentrionalis).



E X P L A N A T O R Y N O T E

This circular is made up principally of notes received from agri-
cultural explorers, foreign collaborators, and correspondents, concern-
ing the more important plants which have been received recently by the
Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction. It also contains re-
ports on the behavior of plants which have been introduced in previous
years.

Descriptions appearing here are revised and later published in the
Inventory of Seeds and Plants Imported,—the permanent record of plant
introductions made by this Office,

Plant Immigrants should be considered merely an ANNOUNCEMENT OF
THE ARRIVAL OF PLANT MATERIAL. As a rule all material is propagated
before being distributed; this may require several years.

The Annual Catalogue of New Plant Introductions describes briefly
the plants available for distribution. Application for seeds or plants
listed in Plant Immigrants may be sent at any time, however, and will
be filed in the order of their receipt. When material is ready for dis-
tribution, these requests will be given first attention; if their num-
ber is sufficient to exhaust the available supply of a given species,
it will not be included in the Annual Catalogue.

Plant breeders and experimenters who desire plants not available
in this country are invited to correspond with this Office which will
endeavor to secure the required material through its agricultural ex-
plorers, foreign collaborators, or correspondents.

DAVID FAIRCHILD
Agricultural Explorer in Charge,

Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction.

Issued March 2, 1923. Washington, D. C.

Anyone desiring to republish any portion of this
circular should obtain permission by applying to
this Office.
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AMYGDALUS PERSICA (Amygdalaceae), 55835 and 55836. Peach. From
the Plant Introduction Garden, Chico, Calif. Seedling trees numbered
October, 1922. Quoted notes by J. E. Morrow. A shipment of seeds of
the peach variety "Tardio Amarillo" was received from southern Spain
in November, 1916, and given S.P.I. No. 43570. As is well known, peach
varieties do not come true to seed, and the two trees described below
are promising seedlings from this shipment.

55835. "Tree No. 6, Test Nursery. Fruits 2j by 2£ inches; aver-
age weight 4 ounces; color golden with a faint red blush; basin deep
and narrow, slight depression at suture; flesh yellow, pit yellow.
Season September 5 to September 15, later than last year. This is a
good canning clingstone peach, and a heavy bearer."

55836. "Tree No. 8, Test Nursery. Fruits 2 by 2£ inches; aver-
age weight 4 ounces; basin deep, narrow; suture only a line; flesh deep
yellow, of good texture and flavor; pit small, yellow. This peach
should be propagated for canning purposes. It is of smaller size than
last season, and later in ripening."

AMYGDALUS PERSICA (Amygdalaceae), 55885 to 55888. Peach. From
Yunnan, China. Seeds collected by J. F. Rock, Agricultural Explorer
of the Bureau of Plant Industry. Quoted notes by Mr. Rock.

55885. "(Puerhfu. August, 1922.) A large tree growing wild in
the mountains at an altitude of 5,000 feet. The fruits are a beauti-
ful red, clingstone, with juicy, rather strong-flavored flesh resembling
that of a cherry."

55886. "(Puerhfu. August, 1922.) A large tree 50 feet in height,
growing wild in the mountains at an altitude of 5,500 feet. The fruits
are of fairly good size, yellow with a red cheek, clingstone, with
yellow, very juicy flesh of excellent flavor."

55887. "(Likiang. August, 1922.) A large vigorous tree growing
at an altitude of 8,500 feet. The large fruits, 2£ inches in diameter,
are red and yellow on the surface, with firm, snow-white, quite taste-
less flesh. This should be a good stock plant."

55888. "(Puerhfu. August, 1922.) A large tree, 40 to 50 feet
high, growing wild in the mountains. The fruits are the size of small
apples, pure white outside, clingstone, with snow-white very juicy
flesh resembling that of a cherry."

COTONEASTER spp. (Malaceae), 55820, 55821, 55873, 55896. From
Likiang, Yunnan, China. Seeds collected by J. F. Rock, Agricultural
Explorer of the Bureau of Plant Industry. Quoted notes by Mr. Rock.

55820. COTONEASTER sp. •"(No. 5749. August, 1922.) A very orna-
mental shrub 8 to 10 feet high, growing in open scrub land among lime-
stone boulders at altitudes of 9,000 to 10,000 feet on the Likiang snow
range. The leaves are densely packed along the stems; the pinkish



1828

flowers are numerous, as are also the scarlet and yellow fruits, the
latter resembling miniature apples.11

55821. COTONEASTER sp. "(No. 5781, August, 1922.) A prostrate
shrub growing on pure limestone rocks on the Likiang snow range at
altitudes of 8,000 to 10,000 feet. It has small dark-green glossy
leathery leaves, pinkish white flowers, and rich red fruits, and would
make a splendid shrub for rockeries,"

55873. COTONEASTER HEBEPHYLLA. "(August, 1922.) A deciduous shrub
10 to 18 feet in height, growing in limestone soil at an altitude of
10,000 to 11,000 feet on the Likiang snow range. It has long, rambling
branches, white flowers, and dark-carmine fruits, and is quite orna-
mental."

55896. COTONEASTER PANNOSA. "(No. 5818. August 20, 1922.) A
very ornamental shrub 10 feet high, growing among limestone boulders
in fir forests and alpine meadows on the Likiang snow range at alti-
tudes of 9,000 to 12,000 feet. The flowers are whitish pink, and the
ovate fruits purplish black."

CUCUMIS SATIVUS (Cucurbitaceae) f 55828. Cucumber. From Burr ing-
bar, New South Wales. Seeds presented by B. Harrison. "'Harrison's
Long.' A cucumber 2 to 3 feet long, with tender, crisp, and palatable
flesh. This variety is the result of careful selection and cultiva-
tion." (Harrison.)

GARCINIA OBLONGIFOLIA (Clusiaceae)t 55894. From Hongkong, China.
Seeds presented by H. Green, superintendent, Botanical and Forestry
Department, Hongkong. "This species has just come into bearing in one
of our greenhouses, and we find the fruit to be of very good quality
for eating out of hand. The flavor suggests that of the mangosteen."
(Wilson Popenoe.)

Seeds of a tree, native to Hongkong, China, which is a relative
of the mangosteen. It has narrow, short-stalked leaves, terminal yel-
low flowers, and smooth fruits the size of a small apple* (Adapted
from Bentham, Flora Hongkongensis, p. 25.)

MALUS 8pp. (Malaceae), 55817 and 55889. Apple. From Likiang,
Yunnan, China. Seeds collected by J\ F. Rock, Agricultural Explorer
of the Bureau of Plant Industry. Quoted notes by Mr. Rock.

55817. MALUS sp, "(July, 1922.) A tree 40 feet high, found wild
and semicultivated in the vicinity of Likiang. The handsome fruits,
about 2 inches in diameter, are bright crimson with just a touch of
yellow. The flesh is firm, not mealy, with an acid-sweet flavor. A
delicious, bright-red jelly is made by boiling the fruits whole, in
the skin, 2 parts of apples to 1 part of water; the juice is strained
and boiled with sugar, 3 parts of sugar to 5 parts of juice."
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55889. MALUS sp. "(August 15, 1922.) A large vigorous tree,
growing wild and semicultivated. The ornamental fruits, the size of
walnuts, are bright crimson with a touch of yellow on one side. Their
acid-sweet, very palatable flesh, makes them excellent for jam or
jelly."

MANGIFERA INDICA (Anacardiaceae), 55839. Mango. From Honolulu,
Hawaii. Plant presented by G. P. Wilder, through Willis T. Pope, horti-
culturist, Hawaii Agricultural Experiment Station. tMWootten.f The
original was produced from seed of the mango known as No. 7, originally
from Jamaica, and is growing on the property of J. L. Horner, Makiki
Street, Honolulu.

"In size it is medium to large; shape roundish, slightly flat-
tened on the sides, no apex point evident; weight about 10 ounces;
color when ripe between orange-yellow and yellow-orange, with tinges
of pink and red at the stem end and pale yellow dots all over the
surface; skin medium thin, tough, peeling qualities fair, very pleas-
ing fragrance; flesh rich apricot-yellow, very good texture; flavor
excellent, juicy, sweet-acid; seed medium to small for size of fruit.

"While still solid it has a very beautiful color as if ripe, mak-
ing it a very desirable marketing form. It is one of the very best
seedling mangos. In moderate temperatures it will remain in good con-
dition as ripe fruit for two weeks." (Wilder.)

PEUMUS BOLDUS (Monimiaceae), 55871. From Santiago, Chile. Seeds
presented by Salvador Izquierdo. fMBoldo.f A small tree esteemed in
Chile for its ornamental and medicinal value. The dried leaves are
exported to Europe where they are employed in diseases of the liver.
An infusion of the flowers is also used medicinally. The fruits are
eaten but are not of great value.

"The tree is dioecious and is very aromatic in all its parts. It
has opposite, rough, short-petioled, ovate leaves; the flowers, borne
in small axillary racemes, are followed by fruits the size of our
northern haws." (Wilson Popenoe.)

PRIMULA spp. (Primulaceae), 55899 and 55900. From Likiang, Yun-
nan, China. Seeds collected by J. F. Rock, Agricultural Explorer of
the Bureau of Plant Industry. Quoted notes by Mr. Rock.

55899. PRIMULA SINOPURPUREA "(No. 5783. August 25, 1922.) A
very charming robust plant 3 feet high, growing in acid soil in boggy
meadows at an altitude of 14,000 feet on the Likiang snow range. The
leaves are golden yellow beneath, and the large umbels of rich purple
flowers appear in April and early May. When in flower this plant is
very striking."

55900. PRIMULA VINCIFLORA. "(No. 5782. August 25, 1922.) One
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of the finest primulas found on the Likiang snow range. It grows in
company with the preceding P. sinopurpurea (S.P.I. No. 55899) in similar
situations, though not nearly so common, for it does not seed readily.
The deep indigo-blue flowers are an inch and a half across and, like
the preceding, appear quite early."

PRUNUS URSINA (Amygdalaeeae), 55872. Plum. From Beirut, Syria.
Seeds presented toy Alfred E. Day, American University of Beirut. "A
wild plum. The fruits of this particular tree are decidedly larger
and ewe ter than usual; they are about l£ inches in diameter, and yel-
low with pink cheeks.11 (Day.)

PRUNUS spp. (Amygdalaceae), 55818, 55819, 55822 to 55824, 55901.
From Yunnan, China, Seeds collected toy J. F. Hock, Agricultural Ex-
plorer of the Bureau of Plant Industry. Quoted notes toy Mr. Rock.

55818. PRUNUS sp. Plum. "(Near Szemao. July, 1922.) A large
tree 40 feet or more in height, collected 30 li (9 miles) from Szemao
at 5,000 feet altitude. The red fruits are the size of walnuts, with
loose, rather sour flesh. This should toe good as a stock plant."

55819. PRUNUS sp. Plum. "(Near Szemao. July, 1922.) A large
tree 45 feet high, found in the mountains at an altitude of 6,000 feet.
The dark-red fruits, the size of large walnuts, have hard flesh with
a sour insipid flavor. This tree was free from disease and should make
a good stock plant."

55822. PRUNUS sp. Cherry. "(Likiang. August, 1922.) A tree 35
to 40 feet high, growing among limestone boulders at an altitude of
10,000 feet. It is a fine shapely tree, with glossy leathery foliage,
racemes of white flowers, and dark-red, glossy fruits the size of a pea.

- "The temperature at the village of Nguluke, in the Likiang plain,
drops to below zero Fahrenheit in the winter, and a fall of 22 inches
of snow in Decemtoer is not uncommon."

55823. PRUNUS sp. Cherry. "(Likiang. August, 1922.) A shapely
tree which grows at an altitude of 10,000 feet among limestone boulders
on the Likiang snow range. It has long drooping racemes of cream-
colored flowers and small yellowish green fruits which are sour when
ripe."

55824. PRUNUS sp. Plum. "(Likiang. August, 1922.) A very hardy
plum tree 35 to 40 feet high, growing semi-wild in the vicinity of
Likiang, at altitudes of 8,500 to 9,000 feet. The bright-red, per-
fectly round fruits are the size of large walnuts, clingstone, with
yellow, sweetish sour flesh which makes excellent jelly and jam."

55901. PRUNUS sp. Plum. "(No. 6056. Likiang. August 25, 1922.)
A wild plum tree 20 to 25 feet high, of spreading habit, found in lime
stone soil on the eastern side of the Likiang plain, opposite the snow
range, at an altitude of 10,500 feet. It bears perfectly round fruits
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A NEW ORNAMENTAL TREE FOR THE TROPICS, THE FLOR DE MICO.

(Phyllocarpus septentrionalis Donn. Smith, S. P. I. No. 50666.)

Of the many beautiful flowering trees cultivated in the Tropics,
none is more gorgeous, when in full bloom, than the royal
poinciana. The "flor de mico," or monkey flower, of Guatemala,
however, may be considered a worthy rival. At the flowering
season it drop3 its leaves and the entire tree is covered with
crimson-scarlet blossoms. So far as known, this tree has never
before been introduced into cultivation; on Mr. Popenoe's last
voyage to Guatemala he secured 15 pounds of seed, from which
several thousand sturdy young plants have been grown for dis-
tribution in southern Florida and in our tropical dependencies.
(Photographed by Wilson Popenoe, Barranquillo, Guatemala,
January 29, 1920; P17717FS.)


